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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The instant application having Application No. 10/487959 has a total of 58 claims 
pending in the application; there are 2 independent claims and 13 dependent claims, all 
of which are ready for examination by the examiner. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/08/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim(s) 54-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they recite a 
"computer program product containing instruction executable by a computer." This 
subject matter is not limited to that which falls within a statutory category of invention 
because it is not limited to a process, machine, manufacture, or a composition of matter. 
A computer program is not clearly a series of steps or acts to constitute a process, not a 
mechanical device or combination of mechanical devices to constitute a machine, not a 
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tangible physical article or object which is some form of matter to be a product and 
constitute a manufacture, and not a composition of two or more substances to constitute 
a composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claim(s) 43-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kanekar et 
al. Patent No (US. 6,751,191 B1) 

As per claim 43 Kanekar teaches a method of starting a first routing device 
connecting a plurality of networks (FIG. 2) to which a plurality of routing devices are 
connected (FIG.8), 

wherein each routing device (204) stores master router (202) data (208) for each 
network (FIG. 2) to which the routing device (R2) is connected and network identification 
data (FIG.4) (routing device stores configuration file of master router Col. 3, Line 15; 
FIG.14B), 

wherein the master router (R1 ) data stored by each routing device (R2) indicates 
whether the respective routing device (FIG.6) is a master router (608) located on a path 
to a parent router that assigns the network identification (408) data to identify the 
networks (FIG. 2) or a slave router (606) which is a routing device (R1 ) other than the 
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master router (R2) (the received signal indicates if the initialization is a master router of 
a slave router Col.7, Line 20; FIG.8), and 

wherein the network identification (1304) data of each respective routing device 
(C1, C2) identifies a network (FIG. 13) to which the respective routing device (C1) is 
connected (1310) (the device identification information defines the network Col .3, line 
57-65; FIG. 14), 

the method comprising: 

requesting (122), by the first routing device (R2), the master router (R1) data 
(FIG.13A) from each routing device (C1) connected to any of the networks (FIG.7) to 
which the first routing device connects (host obtains data information from master router 
to connect Col.8, line 65; FIG.9); and 

disabling a router function (208) of the first routing device when a number of 
detected master routers connected to any of the networks (FIG. 2) to which the first 
routing device connects is zero or two or more (the master router forwards packets until 
fails then the slave router takes over Col. 15-40; FIG.9), the number being based on 
acquired master router data (FIG. 13) received from the routers (C1,c2) in response to 
the requesting (1 22) of the master router data (800) (FIG.8) 

As per claim 44 Kanekar teaches the method according to claim 43, wherein, 
when receiving data (FIG. 13) relating to a request for an attribute of a routing device 
(R3), a routing device returns a response (1416), even if a hop count is zero and the 
network identification data (FIG. 13) of the source of the received data (H3) is different 
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from the network identification stored in the routing device (R3) which received the 
request for the attribute (multiple hops and multiple router act on data functions 
according to threshold Col. 15, Line 53-65; FIG. 14) 

As per claim 45 Kanekar teaches the method according to claim 43, wherein, 
when a communication device (C1) connected to the networks (FIG. 2) stores network 
identification data (208) to identify a network to which the communication device 
connects (each command line of FIG.4 identifies a particular router and a path to 
connect to the network Col. 7; Line 5-1 7; FIG. 7), the method further comprises 
transmitting requests for reading out network identification data (FIG. 13) to 
communication devices (FIG. 8) connected to any of the networks (FIG.2) to which the 
first routing device (R1 ) is connected, and disabling the router function (R2 stands by 
when R1 functioning well) of the first routing device (R1) when a configuration (208) of 
the networks (FIG.2) to which the first routing device is connected is different from a 
configuration of networks stored by the first routing device (the master and the slave 
routers may deliver different routing decisions Col .4, Line 1-17; FIG. 3) 

As per claim 46 Kanekar teaches the method according to claim 43, further 
comprising transmitting a request (1308) for reading out information (1310) relating to 
the parent router (1309) to a routing device (R3) which stores master router (R1) data 
(1410) indicating a master router (FIG. 14). 
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As per claim 47 Kanekar teaches the method according to claim 43, wherein 
only the master router requests writing of the network identification data to 
communication devices other than the routing devices (the master router forwards 
packets to devices until fails 1 1 1 6; FIG. 1 1 ), the master router accepts a request for 
writing the network identification data (FIG. 13) only from the parent router (R2), and the 
parent router does not accept the request for writing the network identification data (the 
slave router functions only if the master router fails 1200; FIG. 12) 

As per claim 54 Kanekar teaches a computer-readable recording medium having 
a program recorded thereon, the program causing a computer to execute the method of 
claim 43 (a computer program implemented in memory to run operations Col. 16, Line 
58; FIG. 15) 

Claims 48-53, and 55-58 are related to the same limitation set for hereinabove, 
where the difference used is interchanged the wording on the claims within the claim 
itself and was differently presented from the above treated claims. This change does 
NOT effect the limitation of the above treated claims. The citations from the prior art 
have been inserted as needed. Refer to the cited prior art for more details. Even though 
claim(s) 48-53, and 55-58 have been differently written from the above treated claims, 
yet the limitations did NOT change. As mentioned, claim 48 is the same as claim 43, 
claim 49 is the same as claim 46, claim 50 is the same as claim 49, claim 51 is the 
same as claim 47, claim 52 is the same as claim 51 , claim 53 is the same as claim 52, , 
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claim 53 is the same as claim 52, claim 55-58 is the same as claim 55, again there is no 
difference in limitations between claims 48-53, and 55-58 and the above treated 
claims, Refer to MPEP on claim format and presentations 



Prior Art 

5. The following prior art from the updated search made of record and not relied 
upon: 

- Ogleetal. Patent No. (US 6,052,736) 

- Zininetal. Patent No. (US 6,950,427 B1) 

- Beatty et al. Patent No. (US 5,602,754) 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 43-58 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

When responding to this office action, Applicant is advised to clearly point out the 
patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present, in view of the state of the 
art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. He or she must also show 
how the amendments avoid such references or objections See 37 CFR 1.111 (c). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdelnabi O. Musa whose telephone number is 571- 
2701901 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday: 7:30am to 
5:00pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Pwu can be reached on 571-2726798. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

A.M 

/Jeffrey Pwu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2146 



